
Indiana University student radio might 
be forced off the air before January if 

the FCC approves a building permit for 
WYGB Korn Country, a radio station 
out of Columbus.

The campus-based WIUX has been 
broadcasting for 11 months as a Low 
Power FM (LPFM) station. FCC regula-
tions give priority to Class A commer-
cial radio stations like WYGB over non-
commercial, LPFM stations like WIUX.

“It’s called ‘displacement,’ that’s the 
FCC term, which I guess is the eminent 
domain of radio,” said Zach Pollakoff, 
WIUX station manager. “The FCC will 
clear a Class A station, even if it inter-
feres with a LPFM station, which it 
does.”

WYGB is asking the FCC to approve a 
permit to build an antenna in Edinburgh 

to expand its broadcast area, which is 
smaller than that served by WIUX. If the 
permit is approved, construction can be-
gin as early as Nov. 27, and Korn Coun-

try’s tower and signal can be established 
within a month of that.

If the station does broadcast on 100.3 
from Edinburgh, which is less than 45 
miles from Bloomington, WIUX will be 
off the air before Christmas.

“In this case, basically, the FCC rules,”  
said Pollakoff. “They haven’t even con-
sidered the LPFM station.”

Pfrequency was in jeopardy from a 
phone call from an alumnus and former 
WIUX employee. 

“In order to be aware of what happens 
at the FCC committees, you have to kind 
of be engrossed in their message boards,” 
said Pollakoff. “And as a college student 
that’s something that, a), I didn’t know, 
and, b), I just wouldn’t do.”

-
-

ther WYGB’s permit request or WIUX’s 
consequent vulnerability.

After being alerted by Pollakoff and 
WIUX graduate student advisor Casey 

Scott Wells adopts his best bulldog 
countenance as he pulls a copy of an 

Oct. 11 USA Today story from his pile 
of folders. “How much do you think my 
case is worth?” he asks rhetorically as he 
points to the headline, “Jury awards $11.3 
million over defamatory Internet posts.”

The story says a Florida jury reached 
that verdict in a defamation lawsuit 
against a woman who accused another 
woman in Internet postings of being a 
“crook,” a “con artist” and a “fraud.”

Wells then pulls a pile of legal docu-
ments from his defamation lawsuit against 

Herman “Bud” Bernitt, Amy Bernitt, 
Franklin Andrew and Richard Wells. One 
contains a series of posts on the Herald-
Times Internet message board in 2002.

“It sure is strange, when Scott is op-
posed to something, it always burns!” 
said a June 27, 2002, post, submitted by 
“Motor City Madman.” Another post the 
next day from “Tree Cutter” said: “Scott 
Wells should be the #1 suspect. He did 

destroyed a home being built in the Lake 
Monroe watershed by developer Steve 
Smith in the Pedigo Bay development.

reported as arson and an act of “eco-ter-
rorism,” no one ever claimed responsibil-
ity or was arrested.

And a July 25, 2002, report from the U.S. 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms 
(ATF) found no evidence of arson. The 

from the home for “ignitable liquids” and 
produced “negative results.”

Wells pulls out another document, this 
one a December 18, 2002, deposition of 
Bud Bernitt in another legal matter. In it, 
Bernitt said under oath that he used the 
names “Tree Cutter,”  “Motor City Mad-
man,” “Chainsaw” and “Bob the Builder” 
on the H-T message board.

Wells, a county councilman in 2002, 
is now awaiting a ruling from Spe-

cial Judge Judith Stewart after an Oct. 20 
hearing on various legal motions in his 

and the others.
In 2002, Councilman Wells had 

prompted an investigation into environ-
mental violations at Pedigo Bay, which 
Smith was developing. That investiga-

which prompted another Tree Cutter 
posting to the H-T message board on 
May 25, 2002.

“Sorry Scott but there is no fun place 
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Former Monroe County Councilman Scott Wells is seeking damages from some 

political enemies who, he says, accused him of complicity in a 2002 fire at the Lake 

Monroe development Pedigo Bay. Evidence in the case says the fire was not arson.

“I think that we have a 

case where our station 

is being discriminated 

against.” 

- Zach Pollakoff

WIUX station manager



Cox, Dean of Student Affairs 
Richard McKaig wrote and 
submitted a petition for recon-
sideration to the FCC, hoping 
to stall the Nov. 27 decision.

The petition asks that the 
station’s frequency be kept be-
cause of the “non-commercial 
aims, educational, cultural and 

-
fers to 200 student members, 
disc jockeys, directors, station manager 
and graduate advisor.

The petition also says WIUX provides 

Bloomington community, which in-
cludes roughly 40,000 IU students and 
faculty.

In early November, Sens. Evan Bayh 
and Richard Lugar submitted a letter 
to the FCC asking that WIUX remain 
where it is.

“They’ve sent their own petitions to 
the FCC, and so far they’re the only 
voices heard,” said Pollakoff.

WIUX began broadcasting on 100.3 
FM in January, in part because of 

the LPFM license that the FCC granted 
the station in early 2000.

“It’s pretty much an ingenious idea,” 
said Pollakoff. “It allows closer proxim-
ity between radio stations, which opens 
up the dial to many more stations.”

LPFM licenses are free and make it 

possible for small communities to have 
multiple local radio stations. In the 40 
years of IU student radio, this was the 

“I do prefer 100.3 to any other fre-
quency,” said Pollakoff. “It’s right in 
the middle of the dial, it’s really easy to 
remember.”

WIUX does have options if WYGB 
begins broadcasting on 100.3 FM. 

The station  could  hire an engineer to 
conduct a report that would survey other 
FM frequencies available for WIUX to 
move to.

The FCC considers a licensed FM sta-
tion moving to another FM frequency a 

“It’s technically simple, but of course 
there’s a lot of red tape,” said Pollakoff.

The station may also consider AM fre-
quency options, Internet-based broad-
casts, or even reverting to the 1963 ver-
sion of IU radio, carrier current, in which 
a radio signal is delivered through wire.

WIUX continue to broadcast on the 
same frequency.

“The reason I’m so adamant about 
staying on 100.3 as opposed to any other 
place on the dial is because we would 
sort of be standing up for LPFM nation-
wide,” Pollakoff said. “I think because 
LPFM is relatively new, there are few 
rules protecting it.”

Grass-roots organizations like the 
Prometheus Radio Project in Phila-

delphia work to achieve what’s consid-
ered “full status” for LPFM stations.

Currently, the FCC does not consid-
er LPFM stations to be full status, and 
this makes them more susceptible to the 
usurpation of larger radio stations.

“Even if we don’t get 100.3 and take 
one of those other options, I’m still go-
ing to, for the remainder of my senior 
year, work as hard as I can to get LPFM 
full status,” said Pollakoff. “I’ll probably 

of the year and then graduate, and hope-
fully the work we’ve done here will take 
effect down the road.

“The reality is that rules of this cali-
ber don’t really happen in a year. But I 
think that we have a case where our sta-
tion is being discriminated against. So 
I hope that with our efforts, as well as 
these organizations, we can effect some 
change.”

Elizabeth Dilts can be reached at 
edilts@indiana.edu.
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On Feb. 6, 2002, I was arrested for 
carrying a sign and standing well 

outside the entrance to a fund-raising par-
ty in Evansville featuring Dick Cheney. 
He was in town to raise money for soon-
to-be-private citizen John Hostettler, our 
congressman at the time.

My sign was simple. It’s message, 
“Cheney – 19th Century Energy Man,” 
was apparently too provocative for the 

day who ordered me arrested.
-

duct, but I was certainly not disorderly. 
I had to spend a couple of hours in jail 
– until Cheney left town – and then was 
released, being told to return to court the 
next morning to be arraigned.

At the arraignment, I was told my 
charges had been upped to “resisting law 
enforcement,” which was getting close 
to a felony. The prosecutor told the judge 
that the reason for my arrest was that I 
was a “threat” to Cheney, and the judge 
allowed the charges to move forward.

Long story, short. The charges were 

later dropped, and I sued the police under 
provisions of both the First and Fourth 
Amendments of the Constitution of the 
United States of America.

I won after some protracted legal pro-
ceedings and was handsomely rewarded 
for my time in jail and the hassle I en-
dured. The federal judge in the case, a 

-
ing for me in my suit.

I came out of this situation basically 
unharmed but somewhat reluctant to do 
any sort of protest toward the policies of 
the Bush Administration. Yes, I hate to 

admit it, but I was chilled, even though I 
had always been willing to exercise my 
rights as a citizen in the United States.

That brings me to today. I just watched 
a video of what certainly appears to 
be a horrible abuse of police power at 
UCLA.

Watching this video made me sick. I 
felt the pain of the man who was abused. 
It had to do with a taser used on a man on 
the UCLA campus.

His pain as they tased him more than 
once is abundantly evident in the video, 
which was shot by another student with 
his cell phone camera.

It reminded me of a situation in Bloom-
ington a couple of years ago when a man 
was tased repeatedly and ended up dying 

It really does not matter who you are 
or if you know your rights. We have 

now gotten to the point where this guy 
could have been any American citizen 
who has the audacity to question police 
authority. 

Hopefully, the newly elected Congress 
will begin to rein in the powers police 

-
zens at will. 

Once someone suggested that I was 
courageous for standing up to the powers 
that be and questioning their authority. I 
responded, “It should never require an 
act of courage to exercise your rights as 
a citizen of the United States of America. 
Indeed, it should be your duty.”

John Blair can be reached at Ecoserve1@
aol.com.

___________________

Editor’s note: The Bloomington tas-
ing incident John Blair refers to is the 
death of Lawrence County resident 
James Borden. The jailer charged in the 
incident, David Shaw, pleaded guilty 
Nov. 15 to a felony charge of criminal 
recklessness. He received a 1 1/2-year, 
suspended jail term.

Anew, affordable housing develop-
ment for Bloomington families will 

be under construction by the end of the 
year. But what’s unique about this proj-
ect is that it will be built to state-of-the-
art environmental standards.

broke ground on the EverGreen Village 
development last May 1 on the site at 
2300 S. Rockport Road. 

The driving force behind the project is 
Bloomington Public Works Director Su-
sie Johnson.

“The idea started a few years ago when 
-

ferring to Mayor Mark Kruzan. “We were 
talking about which initiatives we wanted 
to move forward in terms of housing.”

When Johnson explained her idea to 
Kruzan, the newly-elected mayor told her 
to run with it and get started right away.

The project will emphasize environ-
mental detail during development. 

Included in the plans are preventing wa-
ter pollution and reducing energy use.

“We wanted [this development] to 
serve as a model to developers that you 
can have alternative building techniques 
and still have things not be off the charts 
in terms of expenses,” Johnson said.

The development 
will be a Leadership 
in Energy and En-
vironmental Design 
(LEED) pilot proj-
ect. Because of this, 
all houses in the 
subdivision will be 
built using LEED 
standards and re-

However, EverGreen will not be the 
only green-built neighborhood in Bloom-

ington. Prairie Green, which sits off of 
East SR 45, uses similar building and de-
sign techniques. The main difference is 
the average cost of a Prairie Green home 
is in the $500,000-$600,000 range.

“These houses we’re working on 
right now are going to be much, much 
less than that, more in the $100,000 to 
$200,000 range,” Johnson assures.

Behind the development is an exten-
sive and detailed site plan produced 

by the engineering 

Riggert & Guerret-
tazall.

Some of the 
components the 
development is us-
ing include an in-
novative stormwa-
ter drainage design 

in which runoff is not directed to a pipe 

“Whenever you pipe water you in-
crease the velocity and volume and 
don’t give the water an opportunity to 

“After the water passes through the 
rivulet it will fall into individual rain 

process, engineers have told Johnson 
that they expect a typical rain event 
will produce zero pollutants from the 
development.

“That would be a fabulous feat,” John-
son said.

Another part of the plan involves 
a partnership with Duke Energy, 

which will install photovoltaic solar 
panels on every house to supplement 
the power. The houses will run off the 
solar cells when the sun provides suf-

When the photovoltaics produce more 

electricity than is needed, customers will 
receive credit on their bills.

As complicated as the plans may seem, 
-

cessful project for the city.
“I feel that this project can help out the 

citizens a lot,” she said. “As opposed to 
the higher-end developments like Prairie 
Green, this will provide affordable hous-
ing for lower-income families through-
out our area. While they still use green-
building principles, they are also on the 
very high end in terms of prices.

“The project will be completed, de-
pending upon the sales of the individual 
houses,” Johnson said.

For Johnson, the director of Housing 
and Neighborhood Development before 
she became director of public works, the 
EverGreen Village concept is a challenge 
she feels privileged to work on.

“I have been so lucky to have the op-
portunity to work on this,” she said. “I 
feel very fortunate to be able to work with 
Mark and the other people involved, and 
I’m very excited for what’s to come.”

Zak Keefer can be reached at zkeefer@
indiana.edu.
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by John Blair

University tasing raises specter of police state

View the UCLA tasing incident

www.alternet.org/blogs/video/44407/ 

Drawing courtesy of the City of Bloomington 

This is an artist’s rendering of a home in EverGreen Village development on South 

Rockport Road, which will be affordably priced and environmentally friendly.

by Zak Keefer

“The project will be 

completed, depending upon the 

sales of the individual houses.” 

- Susie Johnson

City public works director

Drawing courtesy of the City of Bloomington

Stormwater drainage from the devel-

opment will be engineered to release 

no pollution into the environment.



Hundreds of millions of years ago, 
a shallow sea covered the land on 

which we now live, and providence had 

resting place of trillions upon trillions of 
that sea’s little creatures. Here, in a grave-
yard that reaches from Lafayette to Salem 
(but mostly Monroe) is where the ancient 
came to die.

And so was laid the bedrock for one of 
the world’s most famous extractive in-
dustries, Indiana’s dimensional limestone 
industry. Limestone is calcium, every 
block nothing more than an accumulation 
of skeletons packed hard together. 

And, although limestone occurs the 
world over, nowhere else in the world 
were those skeletons so uniformly, so ho-
mogeneously, and with such scarcity of 
contamination, deposited.

Monroe County is to limestone as 
Saudi Arabia is to oil. If Ooids (the name 
and form those little skeletons took) were 
a master race, this would be their home-
land. There’s nothing multicultural about 
our limestone, there’s no messy diversity 
in its composition. 

It’s the pure, buff, stuff. 
Circuses and bread, it’s useful stuff. 

Limestone is used in everything from 
making buildings to growing food. It has a 
market value, and if someone wants to buy 
Ooid skeletons, well it just makes sense to 
dig up the Ooid graveyard and sell them.

Balanced Trade

Which we do. For nearly two centuries 
we’ve been extracting the wealth from 
under our feet and selling to the highest 
bidder. This worked well for a long time, 

and especially when the people doing 
the extraction were members of the com-
munity. Although wealth in the form of 
limestone left the community, it was re-
placed by wealth in another form, cash, 
coming back.

There was a balance between the wealth 
leaving the commu-
nity and the wealth 
entering it.

This has begun to 
change, however. No 
longer do the owners 
of many of the lime-
stone companies live 
here. Neither do the 

quarry workers or the truck drivers. Now, 
when the limestone leaves Monroe, it’s 

-
ing back in. 

Our extractive industry is now less about 
trade and more about liquidation. It’s less 
about a balance of payments, money com-
ing in at least equal to that going out, and 
more about money just going out.

More about money, and income, leak-
ing out.

It’s easy to see how income leakage can 
occur with what business economists call 
“extractive industries.” It’s easy to see how 
a community rich in a natural resource, 
like Nigeria is with oil and Monroe is with 
limestone, can nevertheless become or 
remain impoverished if the value of that 
natural resource is allowed to leak out.

If the value of that resource doesn’t ac-
crue to the community in which the re-
source is located.

Corporate Colonialism

While business economists, and most 
politicians, would disagree, I don’t think 

the term “extractive industries” should be 
limited just to those industries involved 
in the physical extraction of a non-renew-
able resource.

I think we should consider any industry 
that exists to pump wealth out of a com-
munity, and into the pockets of those who 
don’t live in the community, as an extrac-
tive one.

and retail industry located along our high-
ways can be viewed as extractive, can be 
seen to operate as economic sump pumps, 
pumping wealth out of our economy. 

When a Bedford resident working at 
the “Liberty Station” (there’s no train 
station there, I checked) Menards sells 
you a can of paint made in China, guess 

it goes? It comes from the community, 
you, and it goes outside the community. 
It leaks out.

When a Spencer resident working at the 
College Mall Applebee’s sells you a salad 

comes from and where it goes? It comes 
from the community, you, and it goes out-
side the community. It leaks out.

Wealth concentrates when it leaves the 
communities where it’s generated. From a 
million pockets and into a handful. Twen-
ty years ago, 1 percent of the population 
got $8 of every hundred made. Today that 

same 1 percent gets $16, while the other 
99 percent of us get to divvy up the re-
maining $84.

Let me put it another way: when com-

in from Arkansas gets $16 bucks, and 99 
homeboys get 85 cents each.

By design

In the 1980s, IU CFO John Hackett 
built an altar to Reaganomics and fast-

food nation. Out with the locally-made 
Health-Nut sandwich, and the people 
who made it, and in with frozen burgers, 
trucked from Nebraskan factories.

Soon the IU trustees, led by one of the 
governor’s millionaire corporate buddies, 
will move to privatize even more of the 
public’s university. They’ll take more 
business from a local institution and hand 
it to distant private corporations. They’ll 
create more income leakage.

It is not rational to believe that those 
corporations will pay higher wages and 

-
tional to believe that the corporations will 
charge the public less than the public cur-
rently charges itself.

It is not rational to believe those cor-

rational to believe that the shareholders of 
those corporations will live within Mon-
roe County.

But it is rational to believe that, as a re-
sult of the trustee’s actions, more of our 
income will leave our community, mak-
ing others richer, and us poorer.

Gregory Travis can be reached at 
greg@littlebear.com.
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millionaire corporate 

buddies, will move to 

privatize even more of the 

Leaking income and money
Civitas

by Gregory Travis



Sandra Abraham, a client of the Cen-
ter for Behavioral Health, always 

knew she wanted to paint. But until she 

encouragement from the center and her 
friends, she never realized it could be a 
therapeutic – and affordable – hobby.

“I don’t think I realized how much it 
would help,” says Abraham, who’d been 
discouraged from painting in the past be-
cause she thought it would be too expen-
sive. But she soon found that painting 
was a great release, much like journaling 
her thoughts, something she’s been do-
ing since she was 19. 

Now Abraham is an active participant 
in the center’s art group, and her work 
has been featured in the organization’s 
calendar and all-occasion cards.

Abraham’s art will be part of “The Art 
of Mental Health” exhibit at the Buskirk-
Chumley Theater Saturday, Dec. 2. The 
exhibit, displaying the work of Abraham 
and other clients at the center, is part of 
a larger series of events co-sponsored by 
the Center for Behavioral Health and the 
Mental Health Alliance (MHA). 

The events will start Friday, Dec. 1, 
with a free dance featuring the Nor-

Tones blues band at the John Waldron 
Arts Center. 

Saturday’s events begin with an after-
noon of free workshops with experts in 
both mental health and the arts and con-
tinue throughout the evening with the art 

MHA, featuring Carrie Newcomer and 
Malcolm Dalglish.

Donna Graves, executive director of 
the Family Service Association/MHA, 
said, “I believe that this new event is a 

unique opportunity for the entire com-
munity to come together and learn more 
about mental health, mental illness and 
what resources our community offers to 
address these issues.” 

She hopes that, through the event, 

community members can begin to see 
mental health and illness as just one as-
pect of overall well-being that should 
be considered in everyone’s general 
health care. 

Co-sponsors Jennifer Bass and Cathi 
Norton have similar expectations. 

Their goal is to raise community aware-
ness about mental health issues so the 
social stigma and fear surrounding men-
tal health and emotional problems can 
begin to disappear. 

to connect this weekend,” said Bass, 
an MHA volunteer board member. “We 
hope that we can touch a lot of people. 
You don’t have to have experienced 

Norton, community relations special-
ist at the center and a member of the 
NorTones, believes that the public’s fear 
of those with mental health challenges 

handicaps them both. Through participa-
tion in the event, people can begin to un-
derstand how the arts can bring all kinds 
of people together.

“We want it to be a real celebration,” 
she said. “It brings light to the fact that 
we’re all in the same boat.”

And, as Abraham points out, mental 
health problems don’t affect any one 
gender, class or race.

“These problems don’t pick people,” 
she said. “They just happen.” 

The workshops will serve to strengthen 
this point. With topics ranging from the 
brain to various forms of art, Bass hopes 
to “have something for everyone.”

At the “Ask a Professional” workshop, 
a panel of professionals will be available 
to answer questions and provide infor-
mation about therapy, medical and sup-
port services in the community.

Jill Bolte Taylor, a neuroanatomy re-
search scientist and president of the 
Bloomington chapter of National Al-
liance on Mental Illness (NAMI), will 
lead “The Art of the Brain.”

Other discussions will include “Be-
hind the Art,” an opportunity to ex-
plore the connection between emotions 
and the creative process; “Expression 

through Movement,” with Nell Weath-
erwax of IU’s School of Fine Arts and 
the Improvisational Movement The-
ater; and “Writing as a Way of Heal-
ing,” led by Beth Lodge-Rigal, an ex-
perienced facilitator of writing classes 
and workshops.

“The workshops glue it all together,” 
said Norton. 

Although the relationship between 
mental health and the arts might not 

Health” aims to emphasize and celebrate 
that connection. According to Graves, 
art is a critical tool to help those with 

mental illness express their feelings and 
communicate.

“It is also believed that expressing 
emotion through drawing, dancing, writ-
ing, singing or any other art form is of-
ten therapeutic and can aid in a person’s 

progress,” she said. 
This includes emotional responses 

to music, highlighted with the perfor-
mances of the NorTones, Newcomer 
and Dalglish.

Newcomer praised these efforts in 
the event’s press release: “I believe the 

Mental Health’ celebration is a wonder-
ful way for our community to explore 
and celebrate the relationship between 
creativity and emotional well-being.”

Many people can per-
sonally relate to mental 
and emotional health is-
sues, whether through in-
dividual experience or that 
of a loved one, she said. 

Norton and Bass agree 
that ultimately, to de-
crease the stigma, greater 
understanding of mental 
health is crucial. Recog-
nizing the role of the arts 
in the healing process can 

-
ing the community to-
gether to help.  

“It’s not an obvious con-
nection, but it works,” said Bass. “People 
seem to resonate with the idea.”

Alison Hamm can be reached at 
arhamm@indiana.edu.
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Connecting art and mental health
by Alison Hamm

“Autumn Alliance,” painting by Sandra Abraham

CBH, MHA exhibit, workshops, designed to raise community awareness

“Sailing,” painting by Cara Marie Mott“Sunflowers,” painting by Brenda 

Bartolomucci

Workshop schedule
Page 7

“These problems 

don’t pick people. They 

just happen.” 

- Sandra Abraham

Artist



There are some musicals you see to 
feel better about your life. There 

are musicals you see to remove your-
self from your life completely. And then 
there are the musicals that are just, well, 
cute.

Union Board’s production of Once On 
This Island, the Broadway musical based 
on the book My Love, My Love by Rosa 
Guy, was one of those musicals. 

While you left the Buskirk-Chumley 
Theater idly pondering the meaning of 
life, that consideration is quickly re-
placed by the next big idea, and you for-
get about what you just watched for the 
past two hours.

It was just too cute to make an impact.
Don’t get me wrong, there were many 

enjoyable points to the production, the 
main one being the amount of individual 
talent in the cast. 

The pint-sized Lovelee Carroll as the 
female lead Ti Moune had a voice that 
reached the farthest seat in the Bus Chum 
and rocketed back again.

Nelson’s portrayal of Papa Ge, the De-

mon of Death.
There was a reason 

each cast member 
was in the produc-
tion, there’s no doubt 
about that. 

But what the actors 
failed to realize is that 
it’s a production, not 
a solo performance. 
At times the musical 
numbers seemed im-
balanced, which was 
partly the sound de-
partment’s fault and 
partly the cast’s.

The key to a suc-
cessful ensemble is 
the ability to blend, 
and if this cast had 
mastered this, the 
show would have 
been 10 times better.

Another high point 
of Island was the 

use of color. The show 
takes place in a beach 
community, and the 
costume designers and director matched 
the colors well.

I especially enjoyed Ti Moune’s color 
coordination with that of her foster par-
ents, Mama Euralie and Tonton Julian 
(Lauren Gucik and Corey Pariseau, re-
spectively).

The choice of 
costume for each 
of the gods was 
also done well, as 
it allowed them 
to stand out as 
individuals while 
still mixing well 
with the others.

The only thing 
I disliked about 
the costumes were the visible hose on 
the female dancers. I could see where 
they ended on their legs from the back 
of the theater, which could have been 
avoided by using ankle-length tights.

But aside from that minor detail, the 
costumes were designed wonderfully.

While individual talent and cos-
tume design glowed, there were 

weaknesses. The actors’ expressions 
were oftentimes mediocre. It seemed 
as if all of the energy went to belting 
out the songs and little was left for the 
acting. 

Lerner’s role as Daniel, Ti Moune’s love 
interest. He had 
a great voice, 
but not a lot of 
expression, and 
I expected more 
than that from 
the male lead.

Even the duet 
Forever Yours,
while adequately 
getting the mes-
sage across to the 

audience, lacked passion.
The cast and crew of Once On This 

Island really tried to make this a grand, 
powerful show. They tried to make you 
feel better about your purpose in this 
world and to take you away to a prettier, 
happier and much warmer place.

But like the temperature outside the 
theater the night I saw the production, it 
fell a little short.

The performers aren’t professionals, 
though many could be after a few more 
years on local stages.

If they had put more meat behind their 
words, instead of relying on their voices 
to carry them through the storm, it could 
have been a show to remember. 

Caitlin Brase can be reached at 
cbrase@indiana.edu.
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Once on This Island a bit unbalanced

Photograph by Steven Higgs

A youthful cast performed the Union Board’s production of Once on This Island at the Buskirk-

Chumley Theater Nov. 16-18. While reviewer Caitlin Brase found much to like in their perfor-

mance, she also found certain aspects lacking and the overall effect a little flat.

� Ethnic Clothing 
& Accessories

� World Music 
CDs & Instruments

PO Box 1262 • 96 W. Franklin • Nashville, IN 47448
812.988.0411 • weavery@webtv.net

www.gypsyweaver54.com

Specializing in rugs
clothing woven with 
yarns naturally dyed 

by the weaver, 
Sally Baldwin

peace

Theater review by Caitlin Brase

“I was utterly 

terrified by Chris 

Nelson’s portrayal of 

Papa Ge, the Demon 

of Death.”

Photograph by Steven Higgs

Among the show’s highlights was a 

collection of strong, individual tal-

ents, even if they didn’t always work 

well together.

Photograph by Steven Higgs

The show’s cast and crew tried hard to 

make the show work and to transport 

the audience to a warmer, happier, 

prettier place.
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  An Alternative guide to local art galleries

• Bellevue Gallery – 107 W. Ninth St. 
• Bloomington Area Arts Council – 122 S. Walnut St.
• By Hand Gallery – Fountain Square, 101 W. Kirkwood Ave.,                  
Suite 109
• Elegant Options Antique and Design Gallery – 4741 E. State 
Road 46
• Elements – 2901 E. Covenanter Drive
• Forrest Formsma Paintings – 2651 S. Twin Oaks Valley 
Drive
• Fossil Rain Natural Wonders & Handcrafted Jewelry – 115 
N. College Ave.
• Gallery North on the Square – 116 W. Sixth St., Suite 101
• Hoosier Hills Art Guild and Gallery – 116 1/2 N. Walnut St.
• IU Art Museum – 1133 E. Seventh St.
• Kwang Cha Fine Art Gallery – 120 E. Sixth St.
• Mathers Museum – 416 N. Indiana Ave.
• New Motion Studio – 6560 Viking Ridge Road, 5 miles from 
Bloomington on State Road 45 North
• Not Just Rugs Gallery of Native American Art – 1117 N. 
College Ave., Suite D
• Prima Gallery – 109 E. Sixth St.
• SoFA Gallery – Henry Radford Hope School of Fine Arts, 1201 
E. Seventh St.
•Sweet Hickoy Art & Music – 317 E. Third St.
•Textillery Gallery – Buskirk-Chumley Theater, 114 W. 
Kirkwood Ave.
•Thomas Gallery –107 N. College Ave.
• Tim Terry Jewelry & Fine Antiques – 515 W. Kirkwood 
• Tutto Bene Wine Cafe – 213 S. Rogers St.
• Wandering Turtle Art Gallery & Gifts – 224 N. College Ave.
• Waldron Arts Center – 122 S. Walnut St.

The Nutcracker

Musical Arts Center

Dec. 1-2, 8 p.m.; Dec. 3, 3 p.m.

When I was a kid, every year around the holi-
days my grandma used to make cookies with my 
girl cousins and me, and then take us to see 
The Nutcracker. To this day, it’s just not 
Christmas without a performance of the 
famed ballet. 

This year, The Nutcracker is performed 
by the IU Ballet Theater at the MAC, and 
I can’t think of a better way to kick off 
December than this.

In a story of a little girl who is given 
what seems like an ordinary nutcracker (until she 
falls asleep), each twist in the plot dances – liter-
ally – with yuletide glory.

With lavish costumes and bright, glittery colors, 
this classic just screams with holiday cheer, and 
the music is timeless. There isn’t one number I like 
more than another; to me, it all makes me want 

If by chance you haven’t seen it, make a beeline 
to the theater and check it out: It will make sugar-
plums dance in your head until the New Year.

All-Campus Chorus Recital

Recital Hall, Jacobs School of Music

Dec. 3, 7 p.m.

If you don’t get to The Nutcracker this year, or if 
ballet just isn’t your thing, try and catch one of the 

three choral recitals on Dec. 3. 
I’m partial to the All-Campus Chorus, 

as I’m president of the ensemble, but seri-
ously, this group is good.

-
nitely put you in the Christmas spirit, and 
with songs performed in English, Latin, 
Chinese and Hebrew, expect to get good 
cultural exposure. 

My personal favorite is the epic Christmas Day
by Gustav Holst. This gem will have you in the 
caroling mood in no time, trust me. 

And if that isn’t enough, it’s free and open to the 
public, so Scrooges and Tiny Tims alike will leave 
happy and ready for the season.

Caitlin Brase can be reached at cbrase@indi-
ana.edu.

The Art of Mental Health

Workshops

Free and open to the public

Saturday, Dec. 2, 1 to 5 p.m.

John Waldron Arts Center 

• The Art of the Brain, 1:00-2:15 

• Behind the Art, 2:15-3:30

• Expression through Movement, 2:15-3:30

• Ask a Professional, 3:30-4:45

• Writing as a Way of Healing, 3:30-4:45

“Van Gogh Study,” painting by George Rathburn 



 The Bloomington Alternative November 22, 20068

editor@Bloomington Alternative.com                                    www.BloomingtonAlternative.com

Around town
Wed - Nov. 22

Music

Bear’s Place: Halo Stereo, The Fu-

ture Shoot Coward, 10:00 p.m.

Bluebird: Clayton Anderson Band, 

10 p.m.

Player’s Pub: Jazzuits, 8 p.m., $3 

cover

Thur - Nov. 23
Misc.

Boxcar Books: Midwest Pages to 

Prisoners Project, 7 p.m.

Fri - Nov. 24
Art

Waldron: Holiday Squeeze!, 5:30-

7 p.m.

Music

Bear’s Place: The Blue Rivieras, 

6:30 p.m.

Bluebird: Holiday Hootnany, 10 p.m.

Buskirk Chumley: Christmas with 

the Pops, 5:30 p.m. matinee, $12 

general/$5 children 12 and under; 

8 p.m. evening show, $18 gener-

al/$5 children 12 and under

Player’s Pub: The Hot Carls, 

Bushan’s Hol, 8 p.m., $4 cover

Poetry

Runcible Spoon: “Our Community 

of Words” featuring Andy Alphonse, 

Thomas Tokarski, Shawna Ritter, 

music from Peter and Nolan Moss 

and Bloomington Storyteller’s 

Guild member Paul Swanson, 7 

p.m.

Sat - Nov. 25
Film

Buskirk Chumley: “Joyeux Noel,” 

8:15 p.m., $15 general/$12 students 

and seniors

Misc.
Showers Commons: Holiday 

Market, 10 a.m. – 3 p.m.

Music

Bluebird: Cox Brothers, 10 p.m.

Jake’s: Rewind Dance Party, 9 p.m.

Player’s Pub: Hambone Blues 

Band, 8 p.m., $4 cover

Sun - Nov. 26
Misc.

Boxcar Books: Midwest Pages to 

Prisoners Project, 2 p.m.

Music

Bluebird: Karaoke, 9 p.m.

Player’s Pub: Hambone and 

Friends Acoustic Jam, 8 p.m.

Mon - Nov. 27
Art

SoFA Gallery: Painting and Sculp-

ture Area Show, 12-4 p.m., free

Film

MCPL Auditorium: “Nada +,” 7 p.m.

Tue - Nov. 28
Art

Waldron: Artists After Hours, 5-7:30 p.m.

Misc.
Boxcar Books: G.R.A.C.E. meeting, 

6 p.m.

Music

Bluebird: Battle of the Bands, 10 p.m.

Jake’s: Open Mic Night, 9 p.m.

Player’s Pub: Blues Jam hosted by 

Greg Hess, 8 p.m.

Wed - Nov. 29
Art

IU Art Museum: Noon Talk: The 

High Life, 12:15-1 p.m.

SoFA Gallery: Painting and Sculp-

ture Area Show, 12-4 p.m., free

Misc.
Neal-Marshall Center: Annual Pre-

Kwanzaa Celebration, 7-9 p.m., free

Music

Bear’s Place: IU Soul Revue, 9-10:30 

p.m., $5, must be 21

Bluebird: 40% Steve, 10 p.m.

IMU Market: Union Board presents: 

Lunchbreaks in the Market featur-

ing A Catchy Title, 12:30-1:30 p.m.

Player’s Pub: Stardusters Big Band, 

7:30 p.m., $5 cover

Thur - Nov. 30
Art

SoFA Gallery: Painting and Sculp-

ture Area Show, 12-4 p.m., free

Comedy

IMU State Room East: Awkward 

Silence Comedy, 9-10 p.m., free

Film

Whittenberger Auditorium: 
Union Board presents: “The Devil 

Wears Prada,” 8 and 11 p.m., free to 

students with ID, $2 general admis-

sion

Misc.
Boxcar Books: Midwest Pages to 

Prisoners Project, 7 p.m.

Radio & TV Building: Burke Lec-

ture Series: “Journeys of Sapa Inka,” 

6 p.m., Room 245

Music

Bear’s Place: David Baker and Lida 

Baker, 5:30 p.m.

Bluebird: WTTS presents: Toys for 

Tots, The Subdudes, Eric Lindell 

– opener, 9 p.m.

IMU Gallery: Union Board presents: 

Noise! Featuring The Wina-Freds, 

The Never Weres and The Giggles, 7 

p.m., free

Auer Hall: New Music Ensemble, 8 

p.m.

Jake’s: The Clayton Anderson Band, 

9 p.m.

Player’s Pub: Open Mic hosted by 

Hewitt Stanley, 7 p.m., sign up 6 

p.m. 

Theater

IU Auditorium: “I Can’t Stop Lov-

ing You: The Music of Ray Charles,” 

8 p.m.

Fri - Dec. 1

Art

Boxcar Books: Art opening, 7 p.m.

Buskirk Chumley: The art of In-

digo Coleman opening reception, 

4:30-7:30 p.m., free

IMU Solarium: Latexhibition: An 

Artistic Display of Latex Art, 11 a.m. 

– 4 p.m.

IU Art Museum: Teahouse Night, 

5-7 p.m.

SoFA Gallery: Painting and Sculp-

ture Area Show, 12-4 p.m., free; 

Opening reception, 7-9 p.m.

Wandering Turtle: Winter Solstice 

exhibit opening, 4:30-7:30 p.m.

Comedy

IMU Frangipani Room: Comedy 

Caravan, 9 p.m., free

Film

Radio & TV Building: Women and 

Childbearing Choices Night, 7 p.m., 

Room 251

Runcible Spoon: German-Turkish 

Cinema film screening, featuring 

“En Garde,” 7:30-10 p.m.

Whittenberger Auditorium: Union 

Board presents: “The Devil Wears 

Prada,” 8 and 11 p.m., free to students 

with ID, $2 general admission

IU African American Dance Company Studio Concert, 

Professor Iris Rosa directs and choreographs, Willkie 

Auditorium, Dec. 5

Malcolm Dalglish with Carrie Newcome, concert and art 

exhibit, Buskirk-Chumley, Dec. 2

The Nutcracker, IU Musical Arts Center, Dec. 1, 2 & 3
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Gallery

Thomas Gallery: Opening recep-

tion, 4:30-9 p.m.

Misc.
Ashton Center: Colloquia and Lec-

ture Series presents Tonia Edwards, 

4 p.m., Room 124

Music

Bluebird: Dave & Rae, 10 p.m.

Buskirk Chumley: Over the Rhine, 

8 p.m., doors at 7 p.m., $18 ad-

vance, $20 day of show

Jacobs School of Music, Simon
Music Center, Room 267: Mu-

sicology Colloquium Series: Rika 

Asai, 12:30 p.m., Rhino’s: IU Battle 

of the Bands: the Romance, Forever 

in Effigy, Busman’s Holiday, Senti-

nel, Broken Stone, Trio in Stereo, 7 

p.m., $5

Uncle Fester’s: Bonepony

Waldron: Dance the Blues Away 

with NorTones blues band, 8-10 

p.m., free

Theater

Musical Arts Center: “The Nut-

cracker,” 8 p.m., $18-$35

Wells-Metz Theater: “Reel” – A 

World Premiere, 7:30-9:30 p.m.

Sat - Dec. 2
Art

IU Art Museum: Thematic Tour: 

The Artist as Storyteller, 2-3 p.m.

SoFA Gallery: Painting and Sculp-

ture Area Show, 12-4 p.m., free

Waldron: Art of Mental Health 

workshops, 1-5 p.m.

Dance

Briscoe Hall: Bloomington Tango 

Workshop, $18 general, $15 for IU 

students with ID

The Lodge: Bloomington Tango 

Milonga, 8 p.m. - 1 a.m., $15 for 

community, $10 students

Film

Woodburn Hall: “Kamikaze Girls,” 

7 p.m., Room 101, free

Whittenberger Auditorium: 
Union Board presents: “The Devil 

Wears Prada,” 8 and 11 p.m., free 

to students with ID, $2 general 

admission

Music

Bluebird: Karl Denson’s Tiny Uni-

verse, 9 p.m.

Buskirk Chumley: Concert and 

Art exhibition featuring Carrie 

Newcomer and Malcom Daglish, 8 

p.m., $12

Faith Lutheran Church: Jacobs 

School of Music University Chorale, 

8 p.m.

Rhino’s: Fight Priest Fight, Mercykill, 

Wicked Savior, 8 p.m., $5

Uncle Fester’s: 12 and 2

Theater

Musical Arts Center: “The Nut-

cracker,” 8 p.m., $18-$35

Wells-Metz Theater: “Reel” – A 

World Premiere, 7:30-9:30 p.m.

Sun - Dec. 3
Art

Mathers Museum: Celebrating 

Kids and Culture, 2-4 p.m., free

Misc.
Boxcar Books: Midwest Pages to 

Prisoners Project, 2 p.m.

Music

IU Auditorium: Orpheus Chamber 

Orchestra, 8 p.m.

Auer Hall: International Vocal 

Ensemble, 4 p.m., Auer Hall; All-

Campus Chorus, 7 p.m., Recital Hall; 

Chamber Orchestra & Symphonic 

Choir, 8 p.m., 

Theater

Musical Arts Center: “The Nut-

cracker,” 3 p.m., $18-$35

Wells-Metz Theater: “Reel” – A 

World Premiere, 7:30-9:30 p.m.

Mon - Dec. 4
Music

Bluebird: Karaoke, 9 p.m.

Jacobs School of Music, Recital 
Hall: Contemporary Vocal Ensem-

ble, 8:30 p.m.

Theater

Wells-Metz Theater: “Reel” – A World 

Premiere, 7:30-9:30 p.m.

Tue - Dec. 5
Art

SoFA Gallery: IU Fine Arts Thesis 

Shows & International Programs, 

12-4 p.m.

Dance

Wilkie Auditorium: African 

American Dance Company Studio 

Concert, 7:30-9 p.m., $3

Film

Buskirk Chumley: “Shall We 

Dance” (1937), 1:30 p.m., free

Misc.
Boxcar Books: Reiki demonstra-

tion, 3:30 p.m.; G.R.A.C.E. meeting, 

6 p.m.

Music

Auer Hall: Motet Choir, 7 p.m., Re-

cital Hall; Guest recital with Orion 

String Quartet, 8 p.m., Auer Hall

Theater

Wells-Metz Theater: “Reel” – A 

World Premiere, 7:30-9:30 p.m.

Bear’s Place: 1316 E. Third St., 339-3460
Bloomington Playwrights Project: 107 W. Ninth St., 334-1188
Bluebird: 216 N. Walnut St., 336-2473
Boxcar Books: 310 S. Washington, 339-8710
Brown County Playhouse: 70 Van Buren Street, Nashville, 988-2123
Buskirk-Chumley Theater: 114 E. Kirkwood, 323-3020
Cinemat: 123 S. Walnut, 333-4700
Crazy Horse: 214 W. Kirkwood, 336-8877
Encore Café: 316 W. Sixth, 333-7312
Indiana University

Art Museum: 1133 E. Seventh St., 855-4826
Auer Concert Hall D: 200 S. Jordan Ave., 855-9846
Auditorium: 1211 E. Seventh St., 855-1103
Frangipani Room: IMU, 900 E. Seventh St. , 855-2231
IMU Gallery: 900 E. Seventh St. , 855-2231
La Casa: 715 E. Seventh St., 855-0174
Musical Arts Center: Jordan Avenue just north of Third Street 
Radio & TV Building: 1229 E. Seventh (SW corner, Main Library lot)
Ruth N. Halls Theater: 275 N. Jordan Ave., 855-1103
SoFA Gallery: Fine Arts Building, 1201 E. Seventh St., 855-8490
Student Activities: East Seventh St., 855-4352
Well Metz Theater: 275 N. Jordan Ave., 855-1103
Wittenberger Auditorium: IMU, 900 E. Seventh St. , 855-2231

Kilroys: 319 N. Walnut St., 333-6006
Malibu Grill: 106 N. Walnut St., 332-4334
Max’s Place: 109 W. Seventh St., 336-5169
Monroe Co. Public Library: 303 E. Kirkwood Ave., 349-3050
Pine Room Tavern: 51 E. Chestnut St., Nashville, 988-0236
Rhinos All Ages Club: 325 1/2 S. Walnut St., 333-3430
Second Story: 201 S. College Ave.
Soma Coffee House: 322 E. Kirkwood Ave., 331-2770
Tutto Bene: 213 S. Rogers St., 330-1060
Uncle Fester’s: 430 E. Kirkwood Ave., 323-1159
Unitarian Universalist Church: 2120 N. Fee Lane, 332-3695
Upland Brewery: 350 W. 11th St., 336-2337
Waldron Arts Center: 122 S. Walnut St., 334-3100
Walnut Street Tap: 419 N. Walnut St., 331-2947

* VENUE MENU

the
Alternative Arts & CultureI Can’t Stop Loving You: The Music of Ray Charles, IU 

Auditorium, Nov. 30

Winter Solstice Group Exhibit, reception, Wandering Turtle 

Art Gallery & Gifts, Dec. 1



Gratitude is a great remedy for dis-
contentment. Being grateful pro-

duces wonderful results because it sets 
into motion an uplifting appreciation 
for life. Thankfully, living with an at-
titude of gratitude is an option we all 
have regardless of our circumstances.

In Simple Abundance and her fol-
low-up book Something More: Exca-
vating Your Authentic Self, Sarah Ban 
Breathnach explains that gratitude 
helps move us from lack to abundance. 
She asserts that being grateful is the 

Happiness and contentment can be 
found in the moment when we are 
not constantly looking for new things 
to come along and “make” us happy 
(job, car, relationships, clothes, toys, 
etc.). What we don’t have can appear 
far more desirable, while what we do 
have can seem worthless. It is the pro-
verbial, “The grass is always greener 
on the other side.”

By experiencing gratitude for what 
we have, we can avoid the pitfall of 
“not knowing what we’ve got until 
it’s gone.”

Health and wellness are great ex-
amples of aspects of ourselves 

that often are taken for granted until 
a crisis is experienced. It is this disre-
gard for our bodies that results in lack 
of appropriate care that can precipi-
tate crises.

It is easy to get angry or frustrated 
with our bodies for being tired, sick 

or in pain. Keep in 
mind that the body 
is just expressing 
that something is 
awry and is in need 
of attention.

Learn to have 
gratitude for your 
body’s symptoms 
and to respond 
with compassion. 

They could be saving your life or at 
least saving you the challenges of ex-
periencing serious, chronic ills.

The body is constantly working and 
responds well to gratefulness. Talk to 
your body. Say “thank you” in front 
of the mirror. Turn criticisms into ap-
preciations. For instance, instead of 
being unkind and perhaps chastising 
your thighs for being fat, thank them 
for carrying you through the day. Give 
them loving attention such as soaking, 
stretching and massaging lotion on 
them.

Just as with any other habit, the habit 
of being grateful can be developed. 

By bringing it into consciousness long 
enough, experiencing thankfulness 
can become second nature. Use Post-it 
notes in visible places with helpful re-
minders like “give thanks,” “appreci-
ate,” “gratitude,” “I am grateful,” etc.

Make mental lists recognizing as-
pects of your life that you appreci-
ate. Writing them out is also a good 
exercise. This gives you ready-made 
lists to refer to if you ever are feeling 
too low to come up with examples of 
gratitude.

Regardless of what kind of day you 
have, before you go to sleep acknowl-
edge some things that you appreciate 
about your experiences. If there seems 
to be nothing redeemable about the 
day, you can at least be grateful that 
it is over.

Learn to experience gratitude in 
guiltless ways instead of using the “I 
should be thankful because some peo-

ple have it worse than I do” scenario. 

to appreciate in everything. Make a 
game of it.

Acknowledging thoughtful deeds 
can be as important as doing them. 

In addition to being thankful, learn to 

express it at every opportunity. Grace 
others with the gift of your appre-
ciation. Always give thanks humbly. 
Avoid paying gratitude for the sake of 
getting a receipt.

Feeling grateful instead of regretful 
can be energizing. We have a choice in 
framing our lives in ways that feel em-
powering. We can free ourselves from 
unnecessarily woeful recollections of 
the past by giving attention to what has 
brought joy instead of suffering.

Focus on glory moments instead of 
gory moments. Take pleasant walks 
down memory lane, tapping into the 
power of prudent positivity. Let your 

creating a perspective that leaves you 
feeling grateful.

Consider wrapping up 2006 with 
some heartfelt appreciation for the 
experiences of the past year. Culti-
vate your life with gratefulness by 
seeing and welcoming all that is af-

-
fusing it with the richness and delight 
of gratitude.

Thanks for reading my column! I re-
ally appreciate the opportunity to 

express my passion for wellness. I look 
forward to sharing my quest for optimal 
well-being into the new year.

Millie Jackson can be reached at 
miljackson@sbcglobal.net.
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“Let your ‘take’ on life 

be an affirming one, 

creating a perspective 

that leaves you feeling 

grateful.”

Tapping into the power of gratitude
Wellness with Millie Jackson

• Site analysis
• Collaborative design
• Maintenance services
• Personalized plans

Kristin Rust
Master Gardener

812.322.3091
kristin@newleafconsult.com
www.newleafconsult.com

LANDSCAPE  CONSULTINGLANDSCAPE  CONSULTING

FALL IS A GREAT TIME TO PLANT!
Get a plan before you plant for a beautiful, sustainable landscape



Corn-and-salmon chowder like the 
kind our family started melding 

together a few decades ago out of two 
Native American recipes is apparently 
going to become the highest-priced item 
on the menu if pronouncements made 

come true.
Twenty years ago the dish was spe-

cial because it was always served after 
a snowy backpacking trip and because 
the corn was homegrown and the salm-
on hooked by friends out West. Twenty 
years from now a dish like that may be 
no more than a memory for most of us 
because the corn will be in a gas tank and  
the salmon will be just that, a memory.

seafood species have collapsed – that is, 
their catch has declined by 90 percent,” 
said the primary author of an interna-

month by the National Science Founda-
tion NSF. “It is a very clear trend, and 
it is accelerating. If the long-term trend 

are projected to collapse within my life-
time – by 2048.”

Better and bigger toys to catch and 
ship seafood helped the average 

American affordably consume 16.6 
pounds of ocean meat in 2004, a record 
up from 15.2 pounds in 2000 and far 
beyond the 12.5 pounds consumed in 
1980, according to the National Ocean-

ic and Atmospheric 
Administration.

Scientists insist har-
vesting limits and spe-
cies protections are the 
only way to prevent 
the predicted crash, 
but industry lobby-
ists like the National 
Fisheries Institute are 
swearing to Congress 
that consumers need 
not fear. Industrial 

-
tibiotics, hormones 

feeds that ply those 
waters are on the way, 
the industry believes.

But ocean advo-
cates are right in 
warning that the an-
swer is not in drugging the waters and 

own harvest weight in other species of 

close attention to where the industry 

“Through a provision tucked into the 
energy bill, Congress may authorize the 
use of decommissioned oil and gas rigs 

Executive Director Wenonah Hauter 
warned after release of the NSF report. 

-
priate under any circumstance, but this 
proposal is more outrageous because 

of the high levels of 
mercury in the en-

found near oil rigs.”
So the 2005 En-

ergy Bill, the one the 
League of Conserva-
tion Voters called “the 
worst environmental 
legislation ever,” did 
do more than cut al-
ternative energy pro-
grams by 35 percent, 
grant $2.5 billion in 
new tax breaks to oil 
companies and jet-
tison a provision that 
would have required 
but 10 percent of the 
nation’s energy to 
come from renewable 
sources by 2020.

It also provided government support 
for food to be raised at some of the nasti-
est places in the ocean.

The double-whammy earlier this 
month that wiped out the future of a 

favorite winter stew came from the chief 
economist of the U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture on the topic of corn, America’s 
new motor fuel.

Noted in the report was an increase in 
the share of corn for ethanol, up from 6 
percent of U.S. corn in 2000 to almost 20 
percent this year, and the prediction that 
higher corn prices will entice farmland 
owners to take land out of the Conser-

vation Reserve Program, a major reason 
for farm soil improvement, and put the 
acres back in production.

An accompanying report from Citi-
group estimated 31 percent of U.S. corn 
production will soon go to ethanol pro-
duction, and that there will also be “big 
increases in use of yield enhancing seeds 
and chemicals.”

The USDA reported starkly, “Corn 
stocks will be tight and markets vola-
tile. A drought or increased demand by 
a major player like China could cause 
dramatic corn price increases.”

Worldwide carryover corn stocks are 
already at their lowest level in 34 years, 
with enough stored for 57 days of con-
sumption, and annual corn harvests have 
been short of annual consumption six of 
the past seven years.

Now the United States, which pro-
duces 70 percent of the world’s corn 
exports, wants to divert production to 
replace oil.

The unfortunate thing is that driving 
less and eating less seafood aren’t in-
cluded in the game plan of big business 
and the government it controls. But at 
one kitchen table they are ingredients 
that have to be included before that corn-
and-salmon chowder will ever taste as 
good as it once did.

Steve Chaplin can be reached at 
sjchaplin@sbcglobal.net.

 The Bloomington Alternative November 22, 200611

editor@Bloomington Alternative.com                                    www.BloomingtonAlternative.com

Fish and corn, endangered species
The Alternative Table

by Steve Chaplin

Attention 
Gardeners!

$5 Off Any Purchase of $50 or More, or 
$10 Off Any Purchase of $100 or More!

Bring In This Ad For

Photograph from Food & Water Watch

Oil companies spend less than  $1 

million to convert an oil rig to a fish 

farm and avoid all responsibility for 

future pollution problems.



BUSTED?
“If I am not under arrest, I wish to freely go on my 

way.  If I am under arrest, please tell me.  In either 

case, I refuse to consent to any search of my per-

son, my effects and property, my premises, or the 

location of my arrest.  I wish to remain silent and 

to have my attorney present during any question-

ing, line-up or search.  If you ignore my exercise 

of these rights, then I want to talk to my attorney 

before any conversation with any law enforce-

ment agent, especially concerning the subject of 

waiver.  I exercise these rights as guaranteed un-

der the statutes and Constitutions of Indiana and 

the United States.”

Robert Miller & Christopher Gaal

Attorneys at Law

205 N. College Ave., Suite 201

(812) 330-9690 
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Tired of stalled projects and a sense 
of frustration over false starts? The 

next two weeks offer greater forward 
momentum then we’ve seen since mid-
October. Mercury is moving direct while 
the Moon is in its waxing phase, so there 
is little in the way of excuses for things 
not going right.

Wednesday, November 22
Expansion, magnification or exaggera-
tion may reach the upper limits consid-
ering the amount of Sun-Jupiter-Sagit-
tarius showing. The Sun makes its annual 
appearance in Sagittarius first thing this 
morning, corresponding with the sea-
son of joviality, generosity and excess. 
Innovations, inventions, discoveries, 
breakthroughs, unexpected news and 
stunning revelations are possible today 
as well (Mercury trine Uranus).

Thursday, November 23
Thanksgiving Day. The Moon’s journey 
through tradition-bound Capricorn 
seems appropriate on a day given to 
annual family gatherings. You should 
expect to see conservative attitudes as 
well as strong opinions mingling with 
the thankfulness factor. Just before 
midnight, Jupiter enters its ruling sign 
of Sagittarius for the first time in twelve 
years – a planet-sign combination that 
suggests a busy year with regard to laws, 
politics and religion.

Friday, November 24
With the Moon in Capricorn just entering 
its opening Crescent Phase, this appears to 
be the first good day for beginning a new 
project you’ve had since mid-October.

Saturday, November 25
Avoid major purchases or agreements 
until 10:41 a.m. due to the Capricorn 
Moon void-of-course (VOC) until that 
time. From there you might find a cooler, 
more emotionally detached vibe with 
the Moon in Aquarius. Sudden shifts, im-
pulsive actions and burned bridges are 
possible when it comes to love, sex or 
money (Venus square Uranus).

Sunday, November 26
Communication may seem strained 
mid-day while a dreamier lunar align-
ment favors music, movies and late af-
ternoon naps.

Monday, November 27
Today might get off to a sluggish start 
while you navigate around obstacles 
and distractions. An extended VOC will 
be in place until 3:20 p.m. when the 
Moon enters Pisces – suggesting you 
hold off from agreements or decisions 
of any consequence until late afternoon. 
Even then, the possibility of unrealistic 
budgets and time assessments could 
queer the deal – either now or later.

Tuesday, November 28
The rose-colored glass effect is rath-
er strong today, setting you up to be 
conned or fooled in some way. Do you 
see a pattern? This is old territory as 
Mercury forms its third and final square 
to Neptune due to recent retrograde 
– meaning that this isn’t the first time the 
deception has surfaced. Adding insult to 
injury, Mars forms a 90-degree aspect to 
Saturn, suggesting resistance, repression 
or smoldering anger. An irresistible force 

meets an unmovable force, focusing on 
actions and their consequences.

Wednesday, November 29
Smoother sailing is in the forecast after 
the wake from yesterday’s alignments 
subsides. The late morning hours hold 
the potential for getting past obstacles 
unless you run afoul of local politics and/
or authority trips.

Thursday, November 30
The Aries Moon recommends a “full 
speed ahead” approach while a Venus-
Neptune alignment indicates the need 
to enjoy yourself along the way. Ro-
mance is favored, even if it proves to be 
a short-lived illusion.

Friday, December 1
December opens with a fairly quiet set 
of alignments, suggesting a mild day un-
less tomorrow’s commotion is already 
showing. The Aries Moon is VOC from 
1:41 p.m. until it enters Taurus at 8:26 
p.m. – not a good time for purchases or 
agreements that need to stick. Tonight 
holds the potential for good food, good 
company and a good time to chill out.

Saturday, December 2
Although much of the day is in the 
hands of the stable, earth-bound Tau-
rus Moon, another alignment involving 
the Sun and Uranus suggests an under-
current of uncertainty or anxiety. The 
potential for sudden shifts, accidents 
and unpleasant surprises is strong later 
tonight – have a care.

Sunday, December 3
A string of tense lunar alignments be-
tween the Taurus Moon and Mercury, 
Saturn and Mars could indicate one 
problem leading to another if you’re 
standing in the line of fire. Communica-

tion problems, dead ends and a flash of 
anger are possible today.

Monday, December 4
 Communication and transportation 
themes could be overly accentuated 
for good or ill today as we move toward 
tonight’s Full Moon in Gemini. The facts 
may not square with the big picture 
while communication as a whole may 
seem blocked or resisted. Frustration 
may be in evidence if your work or ideas 
are being ignored, belittled or scoffed at 
(Mercury square Saturn).

Tuesday, December 5
A busy day in the heavens. Mercury 
leaves the “retro-zone” where its been 
pacing back and forth since late October, 
finally breaking new ground. Although 
this might feel like a breath of fresh air to 
some people, the real shift is a few days 
off when Mercury exits Scorpio (the sign 
its been in for the past two months) and 
into Sagittarius. The big news involves 
Saturn turning stationary retrograde to-
night after having hovered in the same 
location for several days – coinciding 
with more gravity or seriousness being 
lent to most interactions. Next week, 
Saturn will begin to back-off, giving ev-
eryone a chance to lighten-up a little.

Times are EDT/-0400 UTC

ASTROLOGICK
Biweekly forecast for all signs by Gary Paul Glynn

Gary Paul Glynn
Professional  astrologer
25 years of experience
Personal birthchart interpretation

812-333-1346        gpg@bluemarble.net

Warm 
Up

Coffee, 
Espresso Drinks,
Hot Spiced Cider 

& Hot Cocoa

322 east kirkwood ave
way downstairs from 

the laughing planet cafe
331.2770



The middle-class squeeze was one 
of the major issues in the most re-

cent election, and voters clearly handed 
down a middle-class man-
date to Congress. Exit polling 
showed economic issues were 
top concerns for over 80 per-
cent of voters.

Now that the election is 
over, Communities United to 
Strengthen America is calling 
on Congress to heed the man-
date and pass a seven-point 
common sense plan called 
“The Middle-Class Agenda.”

Tprovide access to quality and afford-
able health care. With 395,000 uninsured 
Hoosiers and insurance costs exploding 
for those with coverage, it is clear health 
care is an issue that must be addressed. 

One solution outlined in the plan is to al-
low small businesses and their employees 
to buy into state and federal health care 

already enjoyed by members of Congress.

Soaring college costs must be con-
trolled. The Agenda’s second point 

calls on Congress to expand access to 
higher education by ensuring there are 
no cuts to federal tuition assistance ini-
tiatives like campus-based aid and Pell 
Grants and by reducing interest rates on 
student loans.

With Indiana tuition and fees at public 
four-year colleges jumping 6 percent in 

the past year, Congress must lend a help-
ing hand to those seeking to better their 
lives through education.

Tax cuts for working families 
is the third point. Income 

for most Americans has not kept 
pace with the rising cost of living. 
Congress should enact a $1,500 

and double the middle-class tax 
break for child care costs.

Congress should also repeal 
the massive estate tax cut for the 
very wealthy. 

In 2003, 
the top 1 percent of 
Hoosiers, with av-
erage incomes of 
$687,000, received 
23.7 percent of the 
Bush tax cuts. By 
2006, this group will 
get 29.5 percent of 
the tax cuts.

In contrast, the poorest 60 percent of In-
diana residents, with average incomes of 
$23,000, collectively only received 18.3 
percent of the Bush tax cuts in 2003. 

It is wrong for big oil companies to se-

families are left paying record prices at 
the pump.

In the fourth point of the Agenda, Con-
gress is asked to immediately repeal the 
$2.5 billion of taxpayer-funded subsidies 
and tax breaks that the 2005 energy bill 
handed the oil and gas industry.

In 2004, the average two-driver house-

-
looned to $4,132 in 2005.

Congress should also enforce tough 
anti-price gouging laws that cover oil, 
natural gas and propane sellers. The 
32,516 Bloomington area households that 
rely on natural gas to heat their homes this 
winter will pay on average 93 percent, or 

With over 77,000 medically bankrupt 
families – the highest per capita 

rate in the nation – it is apparent Hoosier 
families are struggling with mounting 

debt, often in-
curred because of 
medical bills. 

point, Congress 
is urged to repeal 
provisions in the 
recent bankruptcy 
law that harm con-

sumers and enact laws that crack down on 
reckless and predatory lending.

The sixth point asks for protection of 
workers’ pensions. The 44 million 

Americans who rely on traditional pen-
sion plans for their retirement security 

Congress must go back to the drawing 
board on pension reform to stop corpora-
tions from dumping their pension respon-
sibilities on taxpayers and cutting retire-

The Agenda’s last point calls for So-
cial Security to be preserved. After a 

lifetime of working and paying into the 
system, a Social Security check is well-
earned.

percent of Hoosiers over 65 would have 
incomes below the poverty line. Congress 

hands off and reject proposals to priva-
tize, which would lead to increased bud-

Although this is called a “lame duck” 
session of Congress, it doesn’t have 

to be lame. Granted, some of these solu-
tions will have to wait until next year, but 
if members have the will, there is still time 
for the 109th Congress to help relieve the 
middle-class squeeze.

Leslie Cannon can be reached at 
leslie@communities-united.org.
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A middle-class agenda for lame ducks

“The top 1 percent of 

Hoosiers, with average incomes 

of $687,000, received 23.7 

percent of the Bush tax cuts.“

by Leslie L. Cannon

Open 11a-7p Mon-Fri

         10a-6p Sat

115 S. Walnut

332.2145

Bloomington’s ONLY Guitar Specialty Shop

* Buy, Sell, Trade

* New, used & vintage guitars, 

  amps and accessories

* Satisfaction Guaranteed 

* Authorized Dealer for Martin 

  Guitars

LO W E S T  S T R I N G  P R I C E S  I N  TO W N !

w w w . R o a d w o r t h y G u i t a r s . c o m

Advertising
with

The Bloomington 
Alternative

pays
Contact us for details:

Lisa Morrison 
Morrison Marketing & Media

LisaMorrisonMedia@yahoo.com
812.361.8023
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FPull

C a r t r i d g e  W o r l d

REFILL YOUR INKJET AND LASER TONER
CARTRIDGES AND SAVE UP TO 50% 

100% SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

BUSINESS MANAGERS:
FREE PICK-UP AND DELIVERY FOR BUSINESS ACCOUNTS
CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE!

(812) 961.8831
879 S. COLLEGE MALL ROAD
 BLOOMINGTON, IN 47401
LOCATED IN THE SHOPPES

BETWEEN COLLEGE MALL AND THE KROGER SHOPPING CENTER
WWW.CARTRIDGEWORLDUSA.COM/STORE604/

R e f i l l ,  N o t  L a n d f i l l

$3 OFF INKJET REFILL

OR
$5 OFF LASER CARTRIDGE REFILL

ONE COUPON PER CUSTOMER                 COUPON EXPIRES DECEMBER 30, 2006
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Continued from Page 1

• A million-dollar suit?

10” one-topping pizza, 
cheese bread or bread stix, 
two home-made brownies, 

& a 2-liter bottle of 
Coke, Sprite, or Diet Coke 

for only

1428 E. Third St
Bloomington, IN
812.332.4495

motherbearspizza.com

Munchie
Madness

$10.95

for Scott Wells on my watch! That frea-
kin hypocrite is going down. Tc is now 
a Buzz Saw. PS: If you read the article 

then you would know why I am so irked 
off! Scott Wells and the Democrats just 
started WW III!”

month after that post set in motion a 
series of public attacks on Wells from 

Wells argues in court documents. And 
that legally constitutes defamation and 

-
tress upon him, he says, for which he is 
seeking compensation.

W
presented a sworn statement at the July 
9 County Council meeting saying Wells 
had told him that he knew who had start-

added later.

after a news conference called a week 
before the council meeting by Wells and 

Wells adamantly denies knowing who 

-

State Rep. Eric Koch, with assistance 
from Richard Wells.

At the July 9 council meeting, court 
records show, Franklin Andrew, who is 
now chairman of the Monroe County Re-
publican Party, called for Scott Wells to 

be relieved of his council duties pending 
an investigation. 

That same day, Wells says in court doc-
uments, Bud Bernitt delivered a copy of 

was embargoed until 4:30 p.m., when the 
County Council meeting started. He also 
told an H-T reporter that something big 
was going to happen at the meeting. 

That evening, Chainsaw announced 
the following on the H-T message board: 

Council meeting stating that Scott Wells 
told him after last week’s Democrat 
press conference that Scott knew the 
people that burned Steve Smiths house 
at Pedigo Bay! And that he could do 
nothing about it!”

The next evening, according to Wells, 

Amy Bernitt put a bumper sticker on his 
car saying, “What did Scott Wells know 
and when did he know it?”

On March 8, 2004, Special Judge 
Douglas Knight, of Evansville, 

threw out all of Wells’ case against Rich-
ard Wells and Andrew.

Stewart, from Brown County, replaced 
Knight this year. And on May 19, she 
threw out one of Wells’ actions against 
the Bernitts but allowed two to proceed. 

The Bernitts, on June 16, asked Stewart 
to reconsider her ruling against them, and 
Wells asked her to reconsider her ruling 
on Andrew and Richard Wells.

On Oct. 20, the two sides argued their 
cases. They are now awaiting her ruling.

Steven Higgs can be reached at editor@
BloomingtonAlternative.com.
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OVER 80
CHANNELS
ONLY 1999

MONTH

OVER 200
CHANNELS
ONLY 2999

MONTH

OVER 240
CHANNELS
ONLY 3999

MONTH

*Local channels available in over 160 television markets and 95% of TV households. Programming offers require participation in in redemption form and copy of first bill. Customer will receive 
$10.00 credit each month for up to 10 consecutive months. $200 savings on HD programming requires subscription to DishHD Bronze month for up to 10 consecutive months. Visit www.dishnetwork.
com/100back for more information. After 3 free months of selected movie package, customer must call to downgrade or then-curren ying programming purchase. Requires Social Security Number, valid 

equal to the lesser of $240 or $13.33 per cancelled month of service will apply. Equipment must be returned to DISH Network upon termination of qualifying service. Limit 4 tuners per account. Monthly 
package price includes an equipment rental fee of $5.00 or $6.00 for first receiver, based on selected model. A monthly equipment rental fee of $5.00 or $6.00 will be charged for each receiver beyond the first, based on selected model. A $5.00/mo. additi

eceiver and HD television (sold separately). Lease upgrade fees will apply for HD DVR receiver, and may apply for a second DVR 
ion. Customer will not be subject to the cancellation fee if service is cancelled within first 30 days of activation. If customer cancels within first 30 days of activation, the following fees paid by 

the customer to DISH Network will be refunded: Activation Fee and monthly programming charges. Exceptions include pay-per-view charges, video on demand charges, equipment upgrade fees and payments made to an installation technician at the time of installation. Refund will be made in the same form as payment.   
Offer ends 1/31/07 and is available in the continental United States for new, first-time DISH Network residential customers. All prices, packages and programming subject to change without notice. Local and state sales taxes may apply. Where applicable, equipment rental fees and programming are taxed separately. All DISH Network programming, and any other services 
that are provided, are subject to the terms and conditions of the promotional agreement and Residential Customer Agreement, available at www.dishnetwork.com or upon request. Local channels packages by satellite are only available to customers who reside in the specified local Designated Market Area (DMA). Local channels may require an additional dish antenna 
from DISH Network, installed free of any charges with subscription to local channels at time of initial installation. Social Security Numbers are used to obtain credit scores and will not be released to third parties except for verification and collection purposes only or if required by governmental authorities. All service marks and trademarks belong to their respective 
owners. ©2006, CVS Systems, Inc.  All rights reserved.

Satellite Oasis

812-345-2324 or 812-345-1856

How much money did your bank or broker make from your 
last mortgage?  If you have to guess, you don’t know how 
much your mortgage really cost.  It’s not your fault; that’s 
how the industry is set up.

But don’t accept the status quo.

When you accept any rate higher than par rate, the bank or 
broker makes extra money, and they don’t have to tell you 
about it.  It’s called yield spread.  If you’ve ever heard “The 
lender is paying my fee”, or gotten a rate with “zero points”, 
you’re being told more than most.  But you should also have 
been told that your rate is higher than it has to be.  It’s not 
always a bad thing:  if you know how to ask, using yield-
spread can lower your cash-to-close.  But shouldn’t you 
have someone who decides with you, and not for you?

more, without being pressed to apply 
for a loan.  The truth is free.

Marcus Reed,
Founder & Broker

118 S. College Ave.   Bloomington, IN 47404 812-333-1200 marcus@lotusmortgage.org

is not afraid
of the

truth
We support  independent journalism, 

and we do business with 
complete transparency, 

in every phase of every transaction.

We all deserve the truth, in journalism, in 
business,  and in our daily lives.

“The pursuit of truth will set you free:
 even if you never catch up with it.”

  -Clarence Darrow


